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Effect ol ovariectomy on morphology and structure of vertebrae in rats
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Abstract The authors used 88 3-mnnth-old females SI rats. wetghing 180~ 240g, which were o-
variectomized (OVX) or sham-operated (Sham-O). The rats were sacrificed at 1.3,5.7 months later.
Microscopy ytransnussion and scanring electton microscopy were nsed to ohserve the L5 vertebrals.
The results shows that mn OVX rats,lumhar vertehral cortex were thin, perforated and even disap-
peared. Thsorderly orentation and a age of the collagen structure of trabeculae were mamfested. Mi-
crofracture and microcallus appeared .a large numhber of active osteoclasts and less active osteoblasts ap-
peared. The results revealed that the structure strength of trabeeulae declined post OVX,
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