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Serum osteocalcin level in patients with systemic lupus erythematesus or rheumatioid arthritis

Yu Dalin,Cui Shun,and Yu Likai.
Union Hospital of Tongji Medical University, Wuhan 430022,China

Abstract Objective To understand the bone metabolism of rheumatism,we determined the serum
osteocalcin level of patients with systemic lupus erythematosus (SLE) and rheumatoid arthritis (RA).
Methods Forth patients with SLE, 48 patients with RA and 30 matched normal controls were studied.
The serum osteocalcin level was measured by RIA. Results The serum osteocalcin level of SLE patients
on glucocorticoid therapy or not (3. 499+ 1. 793 pg/L, 3. 046+ 1. 035ug/L , respectively ) were signifi-
cantly lower than that of the normal subjects (P <C0. 05, respectively). There was no significant differ-
ence between the RA patients with topical joint syndrome who did not receive glucocorticoid therapy (5.
3194 1. 89pg/L.)and the controls(P>>0. 05),but the serum osteocalcin level of the RA patients who had
extraarticular syndrome or received glucocorticoids were lower than that of patients who had only topi-
cal joint syndrome and did not receive glucocorticoids (P<C0. 05). Conclusion Abnormal bone formation
and decreased bone turnover exist in SLE. The serum osteocalcin level declines in RA patients with gen-
eral syndrome and/or treated with glucocorticoids.
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