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A review on research progress of differentiation and regulation of osteoclast
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Abstract The osteoclast is a member of the monocyte/macrophage family decreased or increased number and

activity of osteoclasts respectively causes osteopetrosis or osteoporosis and other osteolytic diseases. To better

understand the mechanisms underlying osteoclast-based diseases and design relevant therapies one should unveil

the molecular basis of osteoclast differentiation. This review will outline up-to-date information regarding the

signaling pathways and the regulating factors of osteoclast differentiation and some potential therapies that aim at

curing the osteolytic diseases.
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