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Abstract; As the one of the most common form of joint disease, osteoarthritis (OA) is associated with
aging, trauma, inflammation, obesity, metabolic and genetic disorder and so on. The disease occurs in the

elderly aged over 50 and p

rate i with age,also women were more than male. The number of
patients with OA in China accounts for about 100 million, and the number of patients has been steadily
increasing. Among the population aged over 65 about 90% of women and 80% of men were suffering from
various degrees of osteoarthritis, not only seriously affectting the quality of life of patients, but also bring
extremely high economic burden to family and society. In addition, osteoarthritis is one of the major diseases
of human disability and the main reason of people over 50 who loss the labor force, so about 1.0 to 1.5
million patients in severe osteoarthritis need replacement of artificial joints to relieve pain in China. As the
high prevalence and morbidity, high treatment costs and the loss of ability to work and live, OA has been one
of the major disease causing economic losses and impacting social development. Therefore, the investigation
about economic burden of osteoarthritis can provide an important reference for administrative policies of
national health and prevention and control of disease.
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